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“WA MENTAL HEALTH TOWARDS 2020: CONSULTATION PAPER” 

755. Hon LINDA SAVAGE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Mental 
Health: 

I refer to the “WA Mental Health Towards 2020: Consultation Paper” that has been prepared by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers following widespread consultation. 

(1) Did the consultation process include a visit to the Bentley adolescent unit? 

(2) If yes to (1), on what date or dates did the visit or the visits occur?  

(3) When will the government release its WA mental health policy and plan which the consultation paper 
says will outline the state government’s policy for mental health and provide a blueprint for mental 
health priorities and reform in WA over the next decade?  

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes.  

(2) On 28 June 2010, prior to the launch of the “WA Mental Health Towards 2020: Consultation Paper” 
two Mental Health Commission staff visited the Bentley adolescent unit and met with the consultant 
psychiatrist. The staff at the Bentley adolescent unit were advised of the consultation and encouraged to 
put forward feedback and a submission.  

(3) The final WA mental health policy and plan that will outline the state government’s policy for mental 
health and provide a blueprint for mental health priorities and reform in WA over the next decade is 
planned for release at the end of 2010. The commission has undertaken 10 public forums across the 
state, nine of which were in rural areas. Nearly 300 people have attended these forums. To date the 
commission has also received over 200 individual submissions from the community. It is extremely 
important that the large amount of information and feedback received from the community to the 
consultation process is integrated and informs the final document. This may result in a slight delay to 
the release of the final policy and plan as the commission works to incorporate the community 
feedback.  

 


